
q ~ g .  2-15-39  $ 1  2Q- 2-17 

Form No 10 300 1O1" 
td,PHYs 1 1  - 9  - q q  

\Feu 
U N I - I  t~ S ~ A T ~ S  DI I JAKTIM~N I OF TtJI  IILTEKIOIZ 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMIIFJA'TION FORM - 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS I N  HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
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- 
AND/OR COMMON 
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 LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

821 Eas t  Ma in  S t r e e t  -NOT FOR PUIICATION 

i C I N  SOWN COUCRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
Richmond - VICINITY OF T h i r d  (Dav ld  E .  S a t t e r f i e l d ,  111) 

CODE COUNTY CODE STATE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1 (In ~ i t v )  760 

I   CLASSIFICATION 
I 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC &OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE ' --MUSEUM 

_BUILDING(SI XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED XCOMMERCIAL -PARK 

&STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-SITE PUf)LIC ACCIUISlTlON ACCESSiRLE -.ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 
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-BEING CONS!DEnEO -YES: UNRESTRICTED -INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-NO -MILITARY -OTHER: - 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
I 

XUNALTERED X-ORIGINALSITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE I 
I 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
1 

The V i r g i n i a  T r u s t  Company b u i l d i n g  is  a  p u r e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  America s N e o - C l a s s i c a l  / 
R e v i v a l  r e n d e r e d  i n  h e r o i c  p r o p o r t i o n s .  ~ t s  f a c a d e  i s  i n  t h e  form o f  a  Roman t r i u m p h a l  I 
a r c h  w i t h  a n  o v e r a l l  h e i g h t  o f  n i n e t y - o n e  f c e t .  Loca ted  o n  Main S t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  h e a r t  ! I 
o f  Richmond's f i n a n c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  handsomely framed b y  t h e  N e o - C l a s s i c a l  ' 
F i r s t  and Merchan t s  tower  o n  t h e  e a s t  and by t h e  M i e s i a n - s t y l e  Ross B u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  w e s t .  
Though c o n s i d e r a b l y  lower  t h a n  e i t h e r  of i t s  n e i g h b o r s  t h e  g r a n d  s c a l e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  I 
T r u s t  Company p r e v e n t s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  from b e i n g  dwarfed.  C o n s t r u c t e d  of  w h i t e  g r a n i t e  
w i t h  t e r r a  c o t t a  ornament ,  t h e  f a c a d e ,  which i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  Arch o f  T i t u s ,  c o n s i s t s  
o f  mass ive  p i e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  a  f o u r t e e n - f o o t - d e e p C o r i n t h i a n  e n t a b l a t u r e  above which i s  a  
t w e l v e - f o o t  a t t i c .  The a t t i c  i s  b roken  by two s l i g h t  p r o j e c t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  above t h e  a r c h .  
The a r c h  i t s e l f  i s  some f o r t y - e i g h t  f e e t  h i g h  from s t r e e t  l e v e l  t o  s o f f i t  and i s  a p p r o x i -  \ 
m a t e l y  t w e l v e  f e e t  deep.  The s o f f i t  i s  ornamented w i t h  t h r e e  rows o f  c o f f e r s  e a c h  hav ing  ';: 
r o s e t t e s .  The s p a n d r e l s  have f o l i a t e d  b o r d e r s  w i t h  f o l i a t e d  wreath.S e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  b a n k ' s  
s e a l s .  The s c r o l l e d  k e y s t o n e  f e a t u r e s  a  f emale  f i g u r e  i n  f u l l  r e l i e f ,  from which t h e  head $ 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  h a s  been  l o s t .  O t h e r  ornament on t h e  f a c a d e  i n c l u d e s  anthemion bands  a t  t h e  '1 
impos t  b l o c k s  and a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  and f o l i a t e d  bands  a l o n g  t h e  a r c h i t r a v e .  b 
I n  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  f r i e z e  i s  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n :  "VIRGINIA TRUST COMPANY", and i n  t h e  c e n t e r  $ 
p a n e l  of  t h e  a t t i c  i s  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "FOUNDED 1892 / ERECTED 1920." 1 

Aside  f r o m  i t s  g r e a t  a r c h  t h e  bank h a s  f i v e  o p e n i n g s  on t h e  f a c a d e .  A s m a l l  window 
a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  e a s t  p i e r  l i g h t s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f i c e ;  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  doorway a t  ' 3 
t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  v e s t  p i e r  opens  i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  main  s t a i r w e l l .  I n  t h e  s t o n e  s c r e e n  : 

a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a r c h  a r e  t h r e e  open ings :  t h e  main  e n t r a n c e  which i s  su r rounded  1 
3 

by a n  a r c h i t r a v e  and topped  by a n  e n t a b l a t u r e  i n s c r i b e d :  "VIRGINIA TRUST CO>lPANY", and 
two s m a l l  unornamented windows o n  e i t h e r  s i d e .  The a r c h  i t s e l f  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  a  g r e a t  1 

i( window w i t h  panes s e p a r a t e d  by b r o n z e  m u l l i o n s .  The panes c a n  be opened by u s e  of  a  
complex b u t  i n g e n i o u s  hand-opera ted  mechanism. The a r e a  o f  t h e .  window below t h e  a r c h  
i s  s e t  i n  a  b r o n z e  f rame ornamented w i t h  r i c h  a r a b e s q u e s  i n  r e l i e f .  it 

The b a n k ' s  i n t e r i o r  c o n s i s t s  o f  an  enormous bank ing  room, f i f t y  f e e t  h igh ,  which ? 

o c c u p i e s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  volume. The w a l l s  o f  t h e  room have a  g o l d  marble  t 
1 r u s t i c a t e d  b a s e  above which i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  f r aming  s c o r e d  p l a s t e r  p a n e l s .  4 

The p i . l a s t c r s  employ a  s i m p l i f i e d  C o r i n t h i a n  o r d e r .  I ts  e n t a b l . a t u r e  f e a t u r e s  a  f r i e z e  
r i c h l y  o r u a a e n t e d  w i t h  an themions  and s c r o l l s .  Crowning t h e  wholr  i s  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  g i l d e d  i 
p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r i c h n e s s .  A tour-&-Lo_rce oE C l a s s i c a l  d e c o r a t i o n ,  
v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  c o f f e r e d  c e i l i n g  i s  ornamented w i t h  some form of a n c i e n t  
m o t i f .  Accen t ing  t h e  whole  a r e  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  r o s e t t e s  i n  each  c o f f e r .  The c e n t e r  of  t h e  1 
c e i l i n g  is o c c u p i e d  by a  t w e n t y - t h r e e - f o o t  s q u a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  by a l u s h  b o r d e r  o f  f r u i t s  ; 
and f o l i a g e  i n  r e l i e f .  W i t h i n  t h e  b o r d e r  i s  a  C o r i n t h i a n  e n t a b l a t u r e  frdm which s p r i n g s  j 
a  g l a s s  o c t a g o n a l  dome. A l a r g e  m e t a l  c h a n d e l i e r  hangs  from t h e  do:;1ets c e n t e r .  TWO i 
s i m i l n c  c h a n d e l i e r s  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  l i g h t .  i 

02 t h e  f l o o r ,  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  room is a  p u b l i c  s p a c e  c o n t a i n i n g  two s t o n e  d e s k s .  1 
Around t h i s  s p a c e  i s  a g o l d  marb le  s c r e e n  composed o f  Tdscan p i e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  a  p l a i n  ! 
e n t a b l a t u r e .  The bays  i n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s c r e e n  f rame t e l l e r s '  c a g e s ,  on t h e  c a s t  
t h e  s c r e e n  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  p u b l i c  from an open o f f i c e  a r e a  f o r m e r l y  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  mahogany ! 

r o l l - t o p  d e s k s .  O p p o s i t e  t h e  main  e n t r a n c e  t h e  s c r e e n  has  a  c e n t e r  doorway topped by a  i 
segmenta l  pediment .  Immediate ly  t h r o u g h  t h i s  o p e n i n g  i s  t h e  s a f e  d e p o s i t  v a u l t .  i 

! 
Above t h e  v a u l t  and f i l l i n g  i n  t h e  r e a r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  rpom i s  a  mezzanine  which 
p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  above t h e  v a u l t .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  mezzan ine ' s  

i 
i 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  #l) I 
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i 
I 



I 

I a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-1 500 1599 

1 
-1 600 1699 

I -1 700-1799 

-.1800-1899 

i X_1900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

A R C H E O L O G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

A R C H E O L O G Y  HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

_ A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

2 U R C H I T E C T U R E  -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOC~AUHUMANITARIAN 

_ A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

XCOMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETrLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLI;ICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

I 
SPECIFIC DATES 1920 WWXX%/ARCHITECT Alfred Charles  Bossom 

STATEMENT OFSIGNIFICANCE I/ 
Completed i n  1921, t h e  Vi rg in i a  Trus t  Company Building i s  one of  t h e  foremost examples 

of ~ m e r i c a ' s  Neo-Classical Revival ,  and i t s  main banking room is the  grandes t  and b e s t  
preserved of i t s  type i n  t h e  Commonwealth. I n  vogue from t h e  1890s through t h e  1920s 
the  Neo-Classical Revival  was in sp i r ed  by t h e  monumental a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  a n c i e n t  
world and found i t s e l f  expressed most f r equen t ly  i n  publ ic  bu i ld ings ,  museums, r a i l r o a d  
s t a t i o n s ,  and banks, bu i ld ings  a l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  l a r g e .  The s t y l e  was e s p e c i a l l y  favored 
i n  America where i t s  grandiose  s c a l e  and c l e a n  l i n e s  appealed more t o  Republican p l u t o c r a t s  
than d i d  t h e  f l o r i d  and more e s s e n t i a l l y  r e g a l  Beaux Arts s t y l e .  Having a  facade  pa t t e rned  
d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  a  Roman triumphal a rch ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Trus t  Company Building i s  more i n  t h e  

t s p i r i t  of t h e  Neo-Classicism than  most, and t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  l a v i s h  use of  g r a n i t e ,  marble,  
/ bronze, and mahogany exempl i f ies  t h e  r i c h n e s s  of m a t e r i a l s  and f i n e  c raf t smanship  asso-  
I c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  s t y l e .  Of s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h e  bank's magni f icent  g i l d e d ,  co f fe red  

c e i l i n g .  Heavily enc rus t ed  wi th  C l a s s i c a l  ornaments, t h e  c e i l i n g  ranks wi th  t h e  f i n e s t  
exanples of i t s  type. 

Leaders of  t h e  Neo-Classical.  Revival inc lude  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rms  of  NcKim, Mead 
and White, and John Russe l l  Pope. The a r c h i t e c t  of  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Trus t  Company, Alf red  
Charles  Bossom (1881-1965), was as  ab le  a s  h i s  more towering contemporaries ,  bu t  h i s  
oeuvre has r ece ived  l i t t l e  s tudy.  Bossom v a s  born i n  London and was educated a t  t h e  - 
Royal Acadeny Schools. He came t o  America i n  1903 and s e t  up an o f f i c e  i n  New York C i t y  
where he p r a c t i c e d  u n t i l  1926 when he r e tu rned  t o  England. During t h a t  period he rece ived  
commissions f o r  bu i ld ings  throughout the  country;  h i s  V i rg in i a  works inc lude  t h e  former 
headquarters  bu i ld ing  f o r  t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio Rai l road ,  the  Union Bank of  Richmond 
(demolished 1935), a s w e l l  a s  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Trus t  Company. The a s s o c i a t e  a r c h i t e c t s  f o r  

I 
; 

1 
I 
1 

I 
! , 

! 

I 

1, 
the  Vi rg in i a  Trus t  P r o j e c t  were Carneal and Johnston of Richmond. A f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  to  
England Sossom had a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e e r  i n  p o l i t i c s .  He was e l e c t e d  t o  Parl iament  i n  
1931, was rsade a  baronet  i n  1953, and was c rea t ed  a. l i f e  pee* i n  1960. I The company ' f o r  which Bossom provided s o  d i g n i f i e d  a  s e t t i n g  was formed i n  1892 a s  the 
f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  of  i t s  type i n  Vi rg in i a .  Trus t  companies were a  new concept  i n  theSou th  i( 

norn~al  banks were not  permit ted t o  have t r u s t  departments and s p e c i a l  e n a b l i n ~  then;  I 
l e g ~ s l a t i o n  was r equ i red  t o  c h a r t e r  t h e  Richmond company. Richmond's tobacco i n d u s t r y ,  a s  i 
wel l  as  banking l e a d e r s ,  were mainly r e spons ib le  f o r  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  need f o r  co rpora t e  1: 
executors  and t r u s t e e s ,  and many heads of the  tobacco companies served  on the  V i r g i n i a  1 T r u s t ' s  f i r s t  board of d i r e c t o r s .  The f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  was James B. Pace, a  tobacco 
;aanufacturer who a t  the  time was a l s o  the  p res iden t  of  P lan te r s  Nat ional  Bank ( l a t e r  
s t a t e  P l a n t e r s  Bank, now United Vi-rginia Bank). Other  Richmonders se rv ing  on t h e  board 
were T. C. Williams, Jr., Joseph Bryan, and C. W. Branch. The.conpany had t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s  
be fo re  i t  found i t s  home a t  821 East  Wain S t r e e t  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of 1:ichmond's f i n a n c i a l  

i 
d i s t r i c t .  That Main S t r e e t  address  was acquired i n  1919 and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Bosson's 

' b u i l d i n g  began s h o r t l y  a f te rward .  It was opened f o r  business  on May 31, 1921. I n  1973 
I the  company merged with the  V i r g i n i a  National  Bank and i t s  name ceased t o e x i s t  i n  1976 

( S e e  Cont inuat ion  Sheet 91)  
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Whif fen ,  Marcus. American A r c h i . t e c t u r e  S i n c e  1780. Cambridge, Massachuse t t s :  1969. I 
(7) 

DESCRIPTION - 
b a l u s t r a d e  i s  a  handsome c l o c k .  On t h e  r e a r  w a l l  above t h e  mezzanine  i s  a  l a r g e  
a r c h e d  window f l a n k e d  by s m a l l e r  r e c t a n g u l a r  windows. Loca ted  u n d e r  t h e  mezzanine 
a r e  v a r i o u s  o f f i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  T u d o r - s t y l e  d i r e c t o r s '  room pane led  i n  mahogany 
w i t h  a n  e l a b o r a t e  s t r a p w o r k  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g .  A d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c e  s p a c e  i s  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  two f l o o r s  above t h e  bank ing  room.  his are,: i s  r e a c h e d  by t h e  s t a i r  i n  
t h e  w e s t  p i e r .  More o f f i c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o u r  l a r g e  v a u l t  rooms, a r e  on t h e  lower 
l e v e l .  S t o r a g e ,  u t i l i t y ,  and f u r n a c e  rooms a r e  i n  t h e  sub-basement.  I n  a l l ,  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  h a s  s i x  l e v e l s .  

Except  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i t u r e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s t a n d s  v i r t u a l l y  
u n a l t e r e d  and i n  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  

CCL 
(8) 

SICKIFICANCE ----- 
when t h e  company's  o p e r a t i o n s  were  moved t o  t h e  Wheat S e c u r i t i e s  B u i l d i n g  nearby.  I 

I 
That  same y e a r  t h e  g r a n i t e  a r c h e d  b u i l d i n g  a t  821 E a s t  Main was s o l d  t o  t h e  I 

V i r g i n i a  Mutual Sav ings  and Loan Company which w i l l  make i ts  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h e r e .  
1 



 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Bossom, Alf red  Charles .  photocopy of  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawings, i n  a rchives  of t h e  

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 12 s h e e t s ,  da ted  1919. 
Matt ison,  Lewis. Her i tage  of a  Half Century. Richmond, V i rg in i a :  1942. 
Mcmwell,  Charles L . ,  Jr. "The V i r g i n i a  Trus t  Company of  Richmond, Virginia".  Common- 

weal th,  June, 1957. 
~ ' N e a l ,  mr? B. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Drawing i n  Vi rg in i a  1819-1969. C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  

V i rg in l a :  1%~.  p e e  Continuat ion Sheet iil) 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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